
 

 

 

 

 

 

Copeland Borough Council 
The Market Hall 
Market Place 
Whitehaven 
CA28 7JG 

Notice of Decisions Taken Under Delegated Powers 
by the Executive on Friday, 6 November 2020 
 
 
 
NOTES: The deadline for calling in any of these decisions is 5.00 pm on Wednesday 18 November 
2020. 
 
A copy of the Executive agenda setting out all the reports has previously been circulated to all 
Members of the Council. 
 
Officers are asked to read this Decision Notice, as it is the responsibility of the Officer named in 
the Action Column to ensure that the appropriate action is taken. 
 
If you require further information on any issue please contact the Officer named in the right hand 
column.  For general information or to obtain a copy of any documentation please contact 
Member Services. 
 
Present: Councillors Mike Starkie, David Moore, Steven Morgan and Andy Pratt 
 
Also Present: Councillors Gwynneth Everett and Michael McVeigh. 

 
 
EXE 
20/172 

Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies for absence were received from Sarah Pemberton, Director of Corporate 
Services and Commercial Strategy. 
  

 
EXE 
20/173 

Declarations of Interests in Agenda Items: 

 No Declarations of Interest were made at this meeting. 
 
 

Item 
No. 

Decision CLT Lead 

EXE 
20/174 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION AND DEVOLUTION 
 
This report was to seek Executive approval for the outline proposal for 
unitary local government in Cumbria to be submitted to the Secretary of 
State for Housing, Communities and Local Government (‘MHCLG’) for the 
creation of two unitary councils and the dissolution of the existing county 
council and six district councils. 

Pat Graham, 
Chief Executive 



Decision 
 
RESOLVED – that  
 

a) Executive exercise its right as the determining body in the function 
of responding to the invitation from the Secretary of State for 
Housing, Communities and Local Government dated 9th October 
2020 (the invitation) pursuant to the Local Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007,  
 

b) Authority be delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with 
the Elected Mayor, to submit to the Secretary of State the outline 
proposal for two unitary authorities for Cumbria by the 9th 
November 2020, 
 

c) Authority be delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with 
the Elected Mayor, to continue to work with one or more of the 
Cumbrian Authorities to submit a final proposal alongside the 
financial case to the Secretary of State to comply with the stated 
deadline of by 9th December, 
 

d) Executive agrees that the consolidation of the combination of 
Copeland and Allerdale as one economic prosperity area must not 
be divided in any two unitary model for Cumbria, 
 

e) The allocation of a further £25,000 in addition to the £25,000 
previously approved from contingencies by the Executive to 
further support the project, and, delegate the use of the resources 
to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Elected Mayor be 
agreed. 

 
Reason for Decision 
 

Reorganising local authorities, particularly into a unitary 
authority, will provide an opportunity to optimise efficient 
services, streamline operations and rationalise costs of local 
government.  It is important for the residents of Copeland, and 
indeed Cumbria, that these benefits are achieved, whilst 
recognising the communities, the geography and the economy 
of the county, and ensuring that local democratic 
accountability is maintained.  It is believed this can be 
achieved if two unitary authorities are created in Cumbria. 

 
Alternative options considered and rejected (if any) 
 
None 

 
 
The Meeting closed at 11.00 am  

 
Mayor 


